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State Supreme Court Upholds Public Charter School 
Expansions in Newark 

Charter school expansions do not cause fiscal harm or prevent Newark Public Schools 
from providing a “thorough and efficient” education to students 

 
Today, the NJ State Supreme Court issued a ruling upholding the Commissioner of Education’s 
2016 decisions to expand seven high-performing charter schools in Newark. This decision will 
allow thousands of children to remain enrolled in public charter schools that best meet their 
individual needs.  
 
Both the New Jersey Public Charter Schools Association and New Jersey Children’s Foundation 
were granted Friend of the Court, or Amicus status by the State Supreme Court in the case. 
 
“We applaud the State Supreme Court for this ruling,” said Harry Lee, President of the New 
Jersey Public Charter Schools Association. “Rather than kicking thousands of students out of 
the schools that they love, the Court recognizes what the Education Law Center fails to 
understand: public charter schools are an integral part of the education ecosystem in Newark 
and the continued expansion of Newark charters has improved the quality of the overall public 
education system in the city. With more than 8,000 Newark students currently sitting on 
charter school wait lists, we must listen to what families want which is more great public charter 
schools for their children.” 
 
“Today’s decision is a victory for thousands of Newark families who have been seeking a quality 
school for their children. We applaud the Court for siding with families,” said Kyle Rosenkrans, 
Executive Director of the New Jersey Children’s Foundation.  
 
“As a parent and advocate for families, I am grateful the Court has decided that children 
enrolled in public charter schools in Newark may continue to attend these high-quality public 
schools. Every parent wants to find the best school that they believe will meet their child’s 
academic and social emotional needs.  I am deeply disappointed at the Education Law Center’s 
attempt to take this right away from families and parents like me,” said Jasmine Morrison, a 
Newark charter parent and Director of Parent Engagement at the New Jersey Public Charter 
Schools Association. 
 
In its ruling, the Court noted that Newark Public Schools (NPS) did not make a showing that the 
charter school expansions would cause fiscal harm and prevent the district from providing its 
students the “thorough and efficient” education that the State Constitution requires. Many 
districts have seen budgetary surpluses in recent years, including Newark, where revenue has 
increased by $200 million over the last five years.  



 

“The data shows that the fiscal situation of NPS has actually improved with the growth of 
charter schools and it is clear that a rising tide lifts all boats. Traditional district and public 
charter are both improving educational outcomes and there is zero evidence that charter 
expansions are preventing NPS from providing a thorough and efficient education to its 
students,” said TJ Best, Director of Government Affairs at the Association.  
 
The Court also found that the Education Law Center (ELC) did not provide evidence that charter 
schools have a segregative effect on NPS or that charter schools engage in discriminatory 
enrollment practices. Charter schools are free, open-enrollment public schools that are required 
by law to serve all students and they do just that. Public charter schools are the most highly 
accountable public schools in New Jersey and the Commissioner of Education ensures that 
charter schools are non-discriminatory in their admissions, lottery or enrollment practices. In 
Newark, most charter schools have a weighted preference to increase the number of students 
from low-income households, students with disabilities and English language learners that are 
enrolled in charter schools.  
 
“The ELC’s argument that public charter schools exacerbate segregation in the public-school 
system is objectively false. We agree with the Court that the Commissioner should have a 
transparent process to evaluate the potential segregative impact of charter schools on districts 
of residence. We look forward to working with the New Jersey Department of Education to 
ensure a fair and objective standard of review,” said Lee. 
 

### 
 
 
About Public Charter Schools 
Charter schools are tuition-free public schools run by non-profit organizations open to all 
students regardless of zip code, race/ethnicity, or ability level. Charter schools operate with 
more flexibility than traditional public schools in exchange for increased accountability and high 
financial, academic, and managerial standards by an authorizer. A “charter” is a contract with 
an authorizer detailing the school’s mission, program, performance goals and methods of 
assessments. In New Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Education serves as the sole 
authorizer and oversees all public charter schools in the state. 
 
About New Jersey Public Charter Schools Association 
The New Jersey Public Charter Schools Association (NJPCSA) is the non-profit membership 
association that represents the state’s charter school community and, by extension, charter 
school students and their parents. There are currently 87 charter schools in New Jersey serving 
approximately 57,000 students. We are committed to advancing quality public education for 
New Jersey’s children through the cultivation of excellent public charter schools. The 
Association seeks to influence legislative and policy environments, leverage collective 
advocacy, and provide resources to support our members in developing and operating high 
quality, public charter schools. 
 


